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Shakespeare Authorship Controversy
Summary
Stanford is critical that the depiction of Shakespeare as a standout author is not correct as he could not even write his name. His insistence that Shakespeare was not an author stems from the claims that he has his legal documents including marriage certificate, baptisms card, tax reports, and death certificate.  Besides, he reiterates that he did not go school and did not move to London. Stanford discredits stay in London which depicts the herald of his theatrical career from numerous encounters with the tax collectors (Stanford, 1623). Furthermore, he tries to demystify the exaggerated stature of Shakespeare by insisting that he was a poor businessman who was deep in debt. He also tries to question Shakespeare's decision to quit writing at the helm of his career. Also, his will was characterized by the disposition of material things but not his literary works. Therefore, to him, the real author concealed his name.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	On the contrary, Oxford claims that there is a misunderstanding about Shakespeare as his real name was Shakespeare. He refers to the First Folio documentation to validate his arguments although it has been labeled as inaccurate due to the numerous literary contradictions. However, his claims are unreliable since Oxford had removed Shakespeare's poems from the Folio. Oxfordian’s have based their arguments from the fact that Oxford was referred to as in the past tense after 1604 showing that he indeed existed. Oxford's claims have also raised eyebrows since in work he claimed Shakespeare’s verse would live on, but his name would be buried revealing his selfish motives (Oxford, 1550). Besides, the literary works of Oxford such as the "London Tragedy" and "A Yorkshire Tragedy" were only published only after 1604; however, they had his name on them revealing some hidden motives,
Convincing Argument
	Stanford presents a more compelling argument from the two accounts since he has written proofs (certificates and reports) that are legally binding about Shakespeare. His claim that the mythical stature of Shakespeare was anecdotal can be valid from his evidence that he was illiterate. Also, his tax evasion experiences also show that he did not live in London at a time documented that his literary works were at their peak. Besides, his decision to leave writing at only 40 years of age is questionable. However, Oxford’s arguments are shallow as he tries to discredit Shakespeare even though his literary works are contradictory.
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